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SPEC 


A  Message 
From  the  Secretary: 


Throughout  Illinois,  community 
facilities  are  becoming  more  access¬ 
ible  to  disabled  people.  To  add  to  this 
effort,  my  office  issues  special  license 
plates  and  parking  identification  cards. 

The  plates,  issued  since  1975, 
permit  use  of  reserved  parking  spaces 
marked  “handicapped.''  Users  of  dis¬ 
abled  veterans'  license  plates,  as  well 
as  those  with  the  new  parking  card, 
may  also  park  in  these  spaces. 

In  1984,  my  office  also  began 
issuing  personalized  license  plates 
for  handicapped  individuals,  which, 
along  with  the  standard  "handi¬ 
capped”  plates,  may  be  used  on  cars, 
vans  and  small  trucks.  Other  changes 
made  during  1984  include  an  expan¬ 
ded  definition  of  "handicapped  per¬ 
son"  and  an  increase  in  the  numberof 
"handicapped"  plates  allowed  per 
family  from  one  to  two  sets. 

This  pamphlet  provides  facts  about 
those  vehicle  services  for  han¬ 
dicapped  persons. 

Let  us  help  you  or  an  immediate 
family  member  obtain  your  special 
"handicapped"  license  plates  and/or 
parking  card. 
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PARKING  CARDS 

Handicapped  parking  cards  now 
are  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office  free  of  charge  to  qualified  persons. 
Before  1984,  they  were  issued  only  by 
municipalities  and  local  governmental 
units.  (Under  the  law,  such  governmen¬ 
tal  units  may  continue  to  distribute  park¬ 
ing  cards.) 


WHY  A  CARD? 

•  Provides  the  same  statewide 
access  to  reserved  spaces, and 

•  May  be  displayed  in  any  pass¬ 
enger  vehicle  carrying  the  card  holder. 

TWO  TYPES 


•  Orange- 

Issued  for  two 
years  to  the 
permanently 
disabled. 

•  Green- 
Issued  for  one 
year  to  those 
with  tem¬ 
porary  dis¬ 
abilities  span¬ 
ning  at  least 
1  2  months. 

APPLYING  FOR  CARDS 

Each  applicant  submits  a  certifica¬ 
tion  form  that  must  be  completed  by 
applicant  and  physician.  Forms  are  avail¬ 
able  at  Secretary  of  State  public  service 
centers  in  Springfield  and  Chicago  and 
from  the  Non-Standard  Plates  Section. 
(This  requirement  is  waived  if  applicant 
has  special  license  plates  for  han¬ 
dicapped  persons  and  a  certificate  on 
file.) 
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LICENSE  PLATES  FOR  H> 


DEFINITION  OF  HANDICAPPED 

A  handicapped  person  is  defined  by 
law  as  every  natural  person  who  is  una¬ 
ble  to  walk  200  feet  or  more  either  (1 ) 
unassisted  by  another  person  or  without 
the  aid  of  a  walker,  crutches,  braces,  pros¬ 
thetic  device,  wheelchair  or  (2)  without 
great  difficulty  or  discomfort  due  to  the 
following  impairments:  neurologic,  ortho¬ 
pedic,  respiratory,  cardiac,  arthritic  disor¬ 
der,  blindness,  or  loss  of  function  or  absence 
of  a  limb  or  limbs. 

WHO  MAY  OBTAIN  PLATES? 

These  special  license  plates  are  issued 
to  permanently  handicapped  persons  or 
members  of  their  immediate  families- 
spouse,  father,  mother,  son,  daughter, 
brother  or  sister. 

For  a  member  of  the  immediate 
family  to  obtain  plates,  the  handicapped 
individual  must  not  possess  a  vehicle 
registered  in  his/her  name  and  must  rely 
frequently  on  the  immediate  family  mem¬ 
ber  for  transportation. 

HOW  MANY  VEHICLES? 

A  handicapped  person  may  receive 
these  plates  for  each  vehicle  titled  in  his/ 
her  name.  However,  if  the  applicant  is  an 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 

Handicapped  Plates/Cards: 

Non-Standard  Plates  Section 
Centennial  Bldg.,  Rm.  537 
Springfield,  IL  62756 
(217)  782-2434 

Personalized  "Handicapped” 
Plates: 

Personalized  Plates  Section 
Centennial  Bldg.,  Rm.  524 
Springfield,  IL  62756 
(21  7)  785-0005  _ 
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immediate  family  member  applying  on 
behalf  of  a  handicapped  person,  only 
two  sets  of  plates  may  be  issued  to 
that  individual. 

HOW  TO  APPLY 

Submit  the  following: 

•  A  physician's  certification  form 
completed  by  the  physician  and  appli¬ 
cant.  (This  form  is  available  at  all  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  s  facilities.) 

•  A  current  registration  card  or 
copy  of  the  title  if  the  vehicle  is  regis¬ 
tered  in  applicant's  name;  a  title  or 
Manufacturer's  Certificate  of  Origin  if 
vehicle  is  not  registered  in  applicant's 
name. 

•  The  appropriate  application 
form  and  fee.  If  current  license  plates  are 
valid  for  more  than  60  days ,  the  appro¬ 
priate  form  is  an  application  for  reclas¬ 
sification  of  registration,  and  the  ap¬ 
propriate  fee  is  $5. 

If  current  license  plates  expire 
within  60  days,  the  appropriate  form  is  a 
registration  application  (or  renewal 
form),  and  the  appropriate  fee  is  $48 
($36  for  a  car  with  horsepower  of  35  or 
less  until  March  1,  1985).  If  the  applica¬ 
tion  is  for  personalized  plates,  a  $75  fee 
is  required  in  addition  to  the  registra¬ 
tion  fee. 

FEES  AND  RENEWAL 

The  fees  are  the  same  as  those  for 
standard  passenger  car,  truck,  and  per¬ 
sonalized  license  plates. 

"Handicapped"  plates  are  multi¬ 
year  plates  that  require  yearly  renewal 
stickers. 
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JIM  EDGAR 
Secretary  of  State 
Special  Plates  Division 


